“Forever Fernwood” 
TV Guide Synopses 


Monday 10/3/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Fernwood Lives! A brand new season of surprises from Norman Lear. 
Tab Hunter and Shelley Fabares move into town; Tom lives in his car; Loretta and Charlie fool 
around; Heather has a vision; George falls into a vat of rustoleum. 


Tuesday 10/4/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Fernwood Behind Closed Doors. Norman Lear’s funniest new show! Tab Hunter & Shelley 
Fabares join you Fernwood favorites. 
Charlie forces Tom to return to the home he’s refused to occupy since his wife Mary disappeared. 


Wednesday _ 10/5/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Jerry & The Superstar. Wacky Jerry Hubbard manages Loretta to superstardom 
Martha has difficulty adjusting to husband George’s new looks after his cosmetic surgery. 


Thursday 10/6/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Meet Gorgeous George. George’s unveiling shocks everyone. Tab Hunter comes to Fernwood. 
At the Capri Lounge, Tom and Charlie goggle at the ‘new’ George Shumway (Tab Hunter). 


Friday 10/7/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Tom’s New Love. Will Shelley Fabares help him forget the woman he lost? 
Loretta realizes that the “anonymous” gifts she is receiving are from her paramour ‘THarmon 
(Richard Hatch). 


Monday 10/10/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Peeping Penny. Big sister spys on Tom & Eleanor. 
Eleanor becomes romantically interested in Tom; Merle hopes to revive his Presidential campaign 
by meeting with the press. 


Tuesday 10/11/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Cathy’s New Dad!...a real turn-on. Tab Hunter stars. 
Martha tells Penny and Eleanor (Judy Kahan, Shelley Fabares) that she feels awkward around 
George (Tab Hunter). 


Wednesday _ 10/12/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Eleanor asks Tom to dinner. 


Thursday 10/13/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Martha continues to have difficulty adjusting to George’s new appearance, and Eleanor prepares for 
dinner with Tom. 


Friday 10/14/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


The Rise and Fall of Loretta Haggers. Emmy Award Winner Mary Kay Place shocks Fernwood. 
Fernwoodians gather at the Capri Lounge for a performance by singer Loretta Haggers. 


Monday 10/17/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Loretta’s in Love...but not with her husband. 
Loretta’s collapse prior to her Capri Lounge performance is attributed to exhaustion. 


Tuesday 10/18/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Eleanor (Shelly Fabares) suggests a New Jersey tennis camp for Heather to Tom (Greg Mullavey). 


Wednesday _ 10/19/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Charlie & Loretta? D-I-V-O-R-C-E Is this the end of their perfect marriage? 
Eleanor (Shelley Fabares) wants Tom to send Heather away; Loretta wants to be a star. 


Thursday 10/20/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Charlie and Loretta begin divorce proceedings; Penny (Judy Kahan) begs her sister Eleanor (Shelley 
Fabares) to leave town. 


Friday 10/21/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


The Archbishop of Ohio (played by Orson Bean) visits Fernwood; Loretta and Charlie are 
reconciled. 


Monday 10/24/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Ready and Willing! George will try anything to turn on Martha. Tab Hunter stars. 
Tom and Eleanor Major (Shelley Fabares) have their first date, and Cathy discusses her feelings 
toward her father with Wanda (Marian Mercer). 


Tuesday 10/25/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Electrifying! Mayor Merle plans a shocking end for his loanshark. 
Eleanor continues to insist that Heather be sent to a tennis camp. 


Wednesday _ 10/26/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Proposal! Will Tom Hartman marry Eleanor? Shelley Fabares stars. 
Wanda wonders how to tell Merle that she is pregnant, and Tom seeks advice from Charlie and Mac 
about dating Eleanor (Shelley Fabares). 


Thursday 10/27/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


George takes Martha to a motel, and Merle is propositioned. 


Friday 10/28/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Heather and Penny eavesdrop on Tom and Eleanor’s discussion of marriage, and Wanda finally tells 
Merle that she is expecting. 


Monday 10/31/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Tom and Eleanor (Shelley Fabares) see a problem with their growing romance; he’s still married to 
Mary. 


Tuesday 11/1/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Merle is certain that he is not responsible for Wanda’s pregnancy, and George (Tab Hunter) 
attempts to seduce Martha. 


Wednesday _ 11/2/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


It’s only money! Merle calculates the financial rewards of having a baby. 
Heather attends Eleanor’s bridal shower, and Charlie warns of the erosion of morals in Fernwood. 


Thursday 11/3/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Heather hooker! Guess who’s arrested for prostitution? 
George and Martha seek help from a marriage counselor, while Tom receives word that Heather is 
in jail. 


Friday 11/4/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Coming home? Cathy gets a letter! Is Mary Hartman returning to Fernwood? 
Cathy receives a letter from Mary announcing that she’s returning to Fernwood. 


Monday 11/7/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


After proposing to Tom again, Eleanor (Shelley Fabares) schemes to get rid of his wife Mary. 


Tuesday 11/8/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Martha and George are reconciled. Eleanor (Shelley Fabares) fights with Heather. 


Wednesday _ 11/9/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Ido? Will Tom & Eleanor get hitched? Shelley Fabares stars. 
Heather and Penny talk to Tom about his planned marriage to Eleanor (Shelley Fabares). 


Thursday 11/10/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Eleanor (Shelley Fabares) boots her sister Penny (Judy Kahan) out of the house, and George (Tab 
Hunter) leaves home. 


Friday 11/11/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Changing faces! George has another accident. Who will he look like this time? Tab Hunter stars. 
Martha is informed that George (Tab Hunter) was involved in an accident en route to the mental 
institution. 


Monday 11/14/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Hollywood stars! Merle & Wanda meet Elke Sommer...and her dog. 
Eleanor (Shelley Fabares) agrees to drop her lawsuit against Tom. 


Tuesday 11/15/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


After searching for a place to live, Penny (Judy Kahan) ends up at the Capri Lounge. 


Wednesday _ 11/16/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Tom refuses to let Penny (Judy Kahan) leave Fernwood. 


Thursday 11/17/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Anxious to lose weight, Mac is advised to wire his mouth shut. 


Friday 11/18/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Double fault! Eleanor is attacked by a mad tennis ball machine. Shelley Fabares stars. 
An angry Penny (Judy Kahan) flees from the Hartman kitchen after she’s provoked by Eleanor 
(Shelley Fabares). 


Monday 11/21/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Tom and Penny (Judy Kahan) attempt to revive Eleanor (Shelley Fabares) after she’s bombarded by 
a tennis ball-throwing machine, and Martha allows balloonist Popesco (Severn Darden) to stay in 
her home after he accidentally lands in the Shumway kitchen. 


Tuesday 11/22/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


A hoodlum named Sal (Joe Penny) has eyes for Cathy, and Tom visits Eleanor (Shelley Fabares) at 
her bedside. 


Wednesday _ 11/23/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Guess who’s coming to dinner? Elke Sommer arrives in Fernwood. 
Elke Sommer (played by herself) visits Fernwood, and Merle and Wanda persuade Tom to put her 
up during her stay. 


Thursday 11/24/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Up, Up & Away! Martha takes off with “another” man...in a balloon. 
Charlie, Tom, Martha, Mac, balloonist Popesco (Severn Darden) and other Fernwoodians celebrate 
Thanksgiving at the Capri Lounge. 


Friday 11/25/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


After insulting his boss, Tom loses his job and decides to go into business with Charlie. 


Monday 11/28/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


To the rescue! Tom rushes to save Elke Sommer, but it might be too late! 
Merle learns that his brother has won the Fernwood lottery, and Martha learns that George is 
returning home from the hospital. 


Tuesday 11/29/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Surprise! The “old” George is back. 
George Shumway returns to Fernwood looking much more like he did before cosmetic surgery. 
George: Phil Bruns. 


Wednesday _ 11/30/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


After seeing Martha in the company of Popesco (Severn Darden), George seeks Mac’s advice. 


Thursday 12/1/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Tom asks out Penny (Judy Kahan), and Cathy falls in love with Sal (Joe Penny). 


Friday 12/2/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Tom and Penny (Judy Kahan) nervously go out together, and George finally returns to Martha. 


Monday 12/5/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Charlie throws a homecoming bash for George, who meets Cathy’s new boy friend Jeffrey DiVito 
(Randall Carver). 


Tuesday 12/6/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Penny expresses her wish to leave town, but Tom persuades her to stay — and reside in his guest 
room. 


Wednesday _ 12/7/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Fernwood’s latest visitor is Mel Beach (Shelley Berman), a World War II veteran who has waited 
30 years for the return of his lover — Martha. 


Thursday 12/8/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Old love! Martha’s World War IT romance explodes again. Shelley Berman guest stars. 
Mac (Dennis Burkley) brings Mel Beach (Shelley Berman) to the Capri Lounge to meet Cathy and 
Jeffrey DiVito (Randall Carver) 


Friday 12/9/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Penny prepares breakfast for tom and heather, and Jeffrey DiVito is approached by mobsters. 


Monday 12/12/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Jeffrey (Randall Carver) talks with Cathy about his life as a gangster, and George and Mel have a 
confrontation over Martha. 


Tuesday 12/13/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Tom talks to Cathy about her romance with Jeffrey (Randall Carver), and then prepares a romantic 
dinner for Penny (Judy Kahan). 


Wednesday _ 12/14/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Twosome? Jerry and Wanda?...That’s what Merle thinks. 
The Rev. Brim (Orson Bean) visits Wanda, and Tom returns home to find someone in the kitchen 
preparing dinner-and claiming to be Mary Hartman. 


Thursday 12/15/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


George grows upset over Martha’s intention to visit a hospitalized Mel (Shelley Berman), and 
gangster Jeffrey DeVito (Randall carver) cautions Mac about running an illegal liquor business. 


Friday 12/16/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Insisting that she is Mary Hartman, Annabelle (Renee Taylor) tidies up Tom’s house. 


Monday 12/19/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


The Hartman home is quarantined when a visiting Mel Beach (Shelley Berman) is diagnosed as 
having the plague. 


Tuesday 12/20/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Together again? the quarantine forces Loretta back in Charlie’s open arms. 
Loretta and Jerry (Fred Willard) learn of the Hartman-house quarantine when they return to 
Fernwood. 


Wednesday _ 12/21/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


In an attempted escape from the quarantined Hartman house, Charlie climbs up the chimney-and 
gets stuck. 


Thursday 12/22/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Annabelle (Renee Taylor) flirts with Tom, while George rushes a blind Mac to the hospital. 


Friday 12/23/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


On Christmas Eve, Wanda, Cathy and a blind Mac enter the quarantined Hartman house in order to 
celebrate the holidays with their friends. 


Monday 12/26/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Mel (Shelley Berman) finds out he doesn’t have the plague after all, and attempts to enter the 
quarantined Hartman house to tell everyone. 


Tuesday 12/27/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Mel (Shelley Berman) can’t convince anyone that he doesn’t have the plague. 


Wednesday _ 12/28/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


With the Hartman house quarantine finally lifted, Martha visits Mel (Shelley Berman); Jerry (Fred 
Willard) visits Wanda; and Cathy is arrested for allegedly stealing jewelry. 


Thursday 12/29/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


Threesome? Charlie & Loretta decide there’s room for one more. 
Eleanor (Shelley Fabares) takes action to commit Annabelle (Renne Taylor), while Wanda and 
Merle map out the first edition of a local scandal sheet. 


Friday 12/30/1977 
Channel 44 (11:00 p.m. — 11:30 a.m.) 


After learning they will be unable to have children, Charlie and Loretta visit an adoption agency. 


